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Period for" ZlT'''^'^ '''' ' ^ '''' communication appears on the cover sh eet ^ith the correspondence aLess - 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH^S^ FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " '^^"^^^^^ ^^^^ 

' ^^IJiSS^^ -nnoeven,.owever,.avarep,v.etl.e,.e. 

' In r T ''"^ ^H*!l" Ik' '^l""' ^^P'y cause the a^^^^^^^^^^^^ communication. 

Status 

1 )K1 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 10 June 2002 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)IEI This action is non-final, 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C D 1 453 O G 213 

Disposition of Claims » ow.v^. ^.o. 

4) S Ciaim(s) 20-23 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim{s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) IEI Claim(s) 21-23 is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 20 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) 0 The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)^ approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)), 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 



1 ) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary {PTO-41 3) Paper No(s) _ 

2) U Notice of Draftsperson s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) \2Si Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 
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Application/Control Number: 09/974 714 

Art Unit: 3765 ^ 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth ,n section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 

SS^K-.?^ H"^!^^ l°u^ "f^'^S "''^'"^'^ 3^ *° wf^'cf^ said subject matter pertains. 

Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Keen 
(US 6,041,436) in view of Zevchak (US 5,054,127). 

Keen teaches a top haying a neck portion in an upper central part of a top, two 
arm passages oppositely located from each other on first and second edges of the top. 
Front fasteners located along a vertical midline beneath the neck portion on a front of 
the top (24 and 26). The back fastener (44) on a back of the top opposite the front and 
attachments for fastening the front and back fasteners with decorative attachments 
(figure 1). However, Keen fails to teach a pocket next to the fasteners. Zevchak 
provides pockets next to fasteners (column 1, lines 34-59). 

It would have been obvious to have provided the garment of Keen with the 
pockets of Zevchak, since the pockets located next to the fasteners would provide the 
garment with a place to hold objects when not in use by the wearer. 

It would have been further obvious to have used the garment as any decorative 
costume including altering the look upon preferences of a diner, since the decorative 
costume could be created in any look as desired for end use. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 2 1 -23 are allowed. 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Marcolini, Jr., Fox, Braun, Baxter et al., Anderson et al., Kellin et 
al., Angeli, Knerr, Blackwelder, Sheppard, Sr. etal., Strongwater, Poskanzer, Wallace, 
Just, Teachout et al. and Culmone are all cited to show closely related garments. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Alissa L. Hoey whose telephone number Is (703) 308- 
6094. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30)Second Friday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (703) 305-1025. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-0758 
for regular communications and (703) 308-0758 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0861. 
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